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1990, Mar 1

Republic of 

Benin

1975, 30 Nov

Peoples Republic 

of Benin
1990, Mar 1

S

1984, Aug 4

Burkina Faso

S

1958, Oct 2

Republic of 

Guinea
S B

1960, Sep 22

Republic of 

Mali
S B

1960, Oct 1

Niger

S

1960, Apr 4

Republic of 

Senegal
S

1960, Apr 27

Togolese 

Republic
S

1960, Aug 5

Republic of 

Dahomey
1975, Nov 30

1958, Dec 11

Dahomey

(self gov. colony)
1960, Aug 5

1894, Jan 20

Dahomey, French 

Colony
1958, Dec 11

1960, Aug 5

Republic of 

Upper Volta
1984, Aug 4

renamed

1958, Dec 11

Upper Volta

(self gov. colony)
1960, Aug 5

renamed

1958, Dec 19

Niger

(self gov. colony)
1960, Aug 5

1920, Dec 4

Niger, French 

Colony
1958, Dec 19

1904, Oct 18

Upper Senegal 

and Niger
1920, Dec 4

1919, Mar 1

Upper Volta, 

French Colony
1933, Jan 1

1920, Dec 4

French Sudan
1958, Nov 24

1960, Aug 7

Republic of 

Côte d'Ivoire
S

1902

Senegambia and 

Niger
1904, Oct 18

1890

French Sudan
1899

1921

Togoland, French 

Mandate
1956, Aug 30

1956, Aug 30

Togo

(self gov. colony)
1960, Apr 27

1884

German 

Togoland
1916

1921

Gold Coast, 

British Colony
1956

1891

French Guinea
1958, Oct 2

Federation of

French West Africa

1894, Oct 17 –

1958, Oct 5

1958, Dec 4

Côte d'Ivoire

(self gov. colony)
1960, Aug 7

1893, Mar 10

Côte d'Ivoire, 

French Colony
1958, Dec 4

1893, Jan10

Côte d'Ivoire, 

French Prot.
1893, Mar 10

1892, Dec 3, 

French Benin
1894, Jan 20

1880, Sep 6

Upper Senegal
1890, Aug 18

1882

Rivières du Sud
1891

in 1899 – A majority of 

French Sudan was broken up 

and divided  across:

- French Guinea

- Dohamey, and

- Côte d'Ivoire
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Issued stamps

Most colonies issued 

temporary banknotes in 

1917 during WW1
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1914, Oct 1 

Togo, British / 

French Occupation
1921

S

1958, Nov 24

Sudanese 

Republic
1960, Sept 22

Mali Federation

1958, Apr 4 –

1960, Aug 20

1958, Nov 25

Republic of 

Senegal
1960, Apr 4

renamed

1958, Oct 2

Islamic Republic 

of Mauritania
S B

1958, Nov 28

Mauritania

(self gov. colony)
1960, Nov 28

1920, Jan 12

Mauritania,

French Colony
1946, Oct 27

1903, May 12

Mauritania

French Prot.
1920, Jan 12

S

S

S

renamed

S

B

All states except Guinea belong to the West African Communauté

Financière d'Afrique (CFA) and use West African CFA francs:  

- Mali left the CFA between 1962-1984 and issued its own notes

- Mauritania left the CFA in 1972 and currently issues its own notes

- Guinea-Bissau joined the CFA in 1997
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Issued banknotes

French West Africa issued 

common currency since its 

initiation and common 

stamps except Togo 

beginning in 1945

1947, Jan 4

Upper Volta, 

French Territory
1958, Dec 11

In 1933, Upper Volta was 

partitioned across French Sudan, 

Niger and Côte d'Ivoire.  It was 

re-formed as a territory in 1947 

1900

Upper Senegal 

and Middle Niger
1902

1779, Jan 30

Senegal,

French Colony
1958, Nov 25
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